North Branford Intermediate School

BOE Briefs:  December, 2011
· The library just placed an order for the new Intermediate and Teen 2013 Nutmeg books.
· The NBIS yearbook is in the beginning stages of development.  Our photographers are actively capturing events and student life.
· A Guidance counselor is out on medical leave.  Fall groups and guidance classes continue.  Counselors have been collaborating with the High School Guidance Department to align future planning for students. 
· Grade 6 Art classes have just completed hand building clay coil bowls that will be fired in the kiln and glazed in the next few weeks.  We are currently working on a mixed media underwater or outer space themed drawing.  Grade 7 completed glazing their coil bowls and they are currently on display in the NBIS Library.  We are currently working on group murals of famous paintings from the impressionistic and post impressionistic period.  Grade 8 just completed glazing their sculptural clay fish.  Students really enjoyed this project and can’t wait to bring them home to show off!  Fish are currently on display in the NBIS Library.  We are currently working on photorealistic portraits in the style of the artist Chuck Close.  Students are learning that in photorealistic pictures every detail counts!
· In Tech Ed students are currently working on the following:  6th grade classes are finishing up the production run of the wind turner project, and are beginning to start the Jumbo Clothes Pin project. 7th grade students are assembling the panels of their towers and will be testing them using the truss tower tester over the next few class periods looking to see the possible reasons for member (material) failure in the various designs they have constructed.  The classes will then transition into siege machines discussing and designing catapults.  8th grade students are testing their car designs and making any final modifications for the class time trials and car show.

· Theatre Arts 6th grade students are finishing a unit of mystery plays and usage of props onstage.  They are preparing for a unit of pantomime and non-verbal storytelling of legends from around the world.  7th grade students are working on a costume design unit, creating original costume sketches based on research of 20th Century American fashion, and the Greek Gods and Goddesses.  8th grade students are beginning a unit on Shakespeare, focusing their studies on the cultural impact of Shakespeare and his works.  The unit will culminate in a recitation of a Shakespearean sonnet.
· Drama Club students are working diligently on Harriet the Spy, preparing the production to be held on February 10th and 11th.  Tech crew will meet for the first time next week.
· Grade 6 Health is wrapping up nutrition unit creating exercise plans.  Grade 7 Health is discussing results of CT school health survey.  Grade 8 Health learned about brain changes and addiction.
· In Physical Education, students have begun a unit of badminton.
· The Language Arts Department is preparing for the midterm benchmarks. The CREC reading will be administered in December.  The DRP and Edit/Revision benchmarks will be administered in January. Teachers will be using the data to help prepare their students for the CMT.
· Reading Strategies 8th grade students will be focusing on strategies to help them read math, social studies and science.  Seventh grade students will be focusing on note taking and summary writing strategies.  Sixth grade students will be performing research using the reading process.
· Scarlet Banner reporters have released their first edition and are currently starting work on the second edition.
· TV Club directors, producers and creative talent are producing the daily, live morning show as well as creating programs highlighting various after school activities.
· Eighth grade students are turning in class dues at this time.  A letter will go home with the students in January to inform parents/guardians of the class trip to Boston.  The itinerary is still being worked out.
· The National Geographic Bee is once again underway in Social Studies classes.  Students are enthusiastically competing in the Preliminary Competition, which consists of seven rounds of questions highlighting United States Geography, World Geography, and Cultural Geography.  The four leading performers from each academic team will then participate in the Semi-Final Competition.
· Math students on the Gold Team are increasing their financial literacy through the Stock Market Simulation Game.  Two eighth grade teams have been consistently ranked in the top 10 of the middle school division statewide, and in the top 100 of 1275 teams of all levels statewide.  Both the Rainbow and Gold teams are preparing for the winter benchmark.  All students are committed to increasing their scores on this measurement test. 

