North Branford Intermediate School

BOE Briefs:  November, 2011
· Guidance news:  Fall groups have begun.  Approximately 280 students qualified and received the CTY information packets.  The school Social Worker attended a School Climate Conference and PMT training.
· Eighth grade students in Mrs. Carol Papa's social studies classes celebrated Constitution Day/Citizenship Day by having Mrs. Teresa Diazfaes discuss her experience with becoming a naturalized citizen.  As part of the discussion, students had the opportunity to ask insightful questions and view an engaging slide presentation.
· TV Club:  The staff and production crew are working diligently to get the live morning announcements out every day.  We are also busy creating mini-shows and commercials to air prior to each day's announcements.

· Reading Strategies:  The sixth graders are using the reading process to get information about ancient civilizations.  They will use this information to create an oral presentation.  The seventh graders are learning about the reading process.  The eighth graders are learning to critically read and evaluate web sites.
· Language Arts 6-8:  Teachers and students have reviewed their benchmark exams and are using the results to identify areas of improvement.
· The Scholastic Book Fair was held from October 20th through October 27th.  The Library was fully functional for classes and book circulation while the Book Fair was taking place.
· The Yearbook Committee has begun photographing events at NBIS, and design decisions are being made by the 8th grade members of the committee.
· Sixth grade Tech Ed students are learning about layouts and measurements along with tool usage so they may start construction on their wind turners.  Seventh grade students are learning the strength of various materials as well as the methods and reasoning for several architectural designs.  Eighth grade students are learning about aeronautics and the effects that are placed upon vehicles in flight or freefall.  All grades are covering tool and lab safety. 
· To commemorate Veteran’s Day, the sixth grade Navy Team students will be reading, "The Story of Veteran's Day."  They will then discuss the story, during class, and answer comprehension questions that will promote critical thinking. The sixth grade Crimson Team students will learn about the origin of Veteran's Day.  They will read, discuss and answer questions to demonstrate understanding.
· In seventh grade geography classes, the students will explore the US Department of Veteran's Affairs website - focusing on the origins of Veteran's Day and how Veteran's Day differs from Memorial Day. Then, the students will read two Junior Scholastic articles, When Dad's at War and G.I. Janes.  Students will respond to critical thinking questions relating to their article and relating to American military involvement in Afghanistan and Iraq.
· The eighth grade students will have discussions, in their history classes, re/ the true meaning of Veteran's Day. Lesson plans will include a review of pertinent articles and/or short stories about American veterans.
· The 22nd Annual Community Round-Up was held on Saturday, October 22, 2011. The students began arriving to NBIS at 8:30. Teams were formed, then the students were addressed by Alan Davis and Food Bank Coordinator, Joanne Wentworth, who thanked the participants for their support. The teams left at 9:15 and began collecting non-perishable food items in Northford and North Branford. The teams returned to the school at 11:15. The items were then counted, boxed, and delivered to the food banks. Approximately 10,000 items were donated. Cash donations of more than $1200 were also collected. Thirty-one staff members, four high school organizations, and thirty-eight student teams (approx. 130 students) participated, making this one of the most successful “round-ups” to date.
