North Branford Intermediate School

BOE Briefs:  October, 2011
· Guidance news: Students signed up for guidance groups.  Developmental classes with 6th graders began.  A counselor attended the first Open Choice meeting at ACES.  Counselors are in the process of compiling a list of students who qualify for CTY (John Hopkins Center for Talented Youth).  Announcements have been made for students interested in applying for the Prudential Community Service Award.
·  NBIS Student Council officers have emerged in their new roles as anchor people in our school’s daily morning announcements.  They are running the school store and will soon be training new members.  Student Council elections for homeroom representatives have taken place and our new Student Council members will begin planning spirit days and activities for this year.  Our first spirit day was held last week to welcome our new sixth graders to NBIS. 
· The library hit the ground running in September!  Orientations have been completed.  Classroom teachers are scheduling class time in the library space and media lab, circulation has begun, and there are many participants coming to the library after school on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.
· The NBIS yearbook is in the planning stages, we'll have our sign-ups in early October and there looks to be a large group of enthusiastic participants.
· Seventh grade Social Studies students are enthusiastically engaged in their first major project of the school year.   Using their creativity, content knowledge, and geography skills, they are constructing futuristic cities.  Taking some gigantic leaps into the unknown and making predictions, students are deciding what cities of the future will look like and how they will function.  Students are applying their understanding of the five themes of geography (location, place, movement, human environment interaction, and region) to ensure that while their cities are highly imaginative they are also founded in logic and possess a sense of reality.
· Reading Strategies classes:  8th grade - techniques for identifying propaganda; 7th grade - strategies for writing a persuasive essay; 6th grade - the reading process.
· The Scarlet Banner is working on the first edition of the new school year!
· The TV Club is producing live morning announcements and working on several productions.
· The Language Arts Department is in the process of collecting data from all students, in comprehension and editing and revising skills.  This data will be analyzed so teachers can decide on the best strategies to use in their daily instruction with their students.
· The 6th grade band and chorus will be going on a field trip to see the Hartford Symphony Orchestra perform at the Bushnell Theater on Tuesday, November 1st.
· Auditions for the NBIS Jazz Band were held last week and rehearsals will begin soon.
· 6th grade Tech Ed students have covered an extensive unit of safety and completed a safety test.  Students have covered a unit on the history of technology and looked at the changes society has made through each of the ages.  Students have also started and are now finishing their first project (a wind turner).  7th grade students have covered an extensive unit of safety, and completed a safety test. Students have covered a unit on the study of architecture and strengths of materials allowing them to see the reason designs are implemented due to necessity.  Students have also started and are now finishing their first project (a balsa tower in which efficiency, cost, and strength are all taken into consideration).  8th grade students have covered a unit on automotive design and the effects of objects in motion.  Students have also started and are now finishing their first project (air powered vehicles, demonstrating efficiency, creativity, and craftsmanship).
